Professor Jennifer Beecham

Professor Beecham is Professor of Health and Social Care
Economics at the University of Kent and Principal Research
Fellow at the London School of Economics and Political
Science. She recently moved to LSE from the Centre for the
Economics of Mental Health, Institute of Psychiatry where she
was Assistant Director.

She has more than 20 years experience in research, much of
which includes an economic component. She has worked

on the development of better cost methodologies, as well as
cost analyses and cost-effectiveness evaluations of services
for children and young people, including children with
learning disabilities, children with mental health problems,
disabled children and those who are supported by social care
services.

Her research has also covered a wide range of issues in
community care, in particular evaluating services for

adults with needs related to mental health and intellectual
disabilities. In the last 10 years or so, Professor Beecham

has also worked on a number of studies of eating disorder
services, as will as studies of psychiatric, education and
social care (child protection) services for children and young
people.

Norelle Deeth

Norelle joined the Queensland Department of Child

Safety as Deputy Director-General in July 2004. Prior to

this appointment, Norelle was Deputy Director-General,
Queensland Health. As an Assistant Under-Treasurer
responsible for the resources, health and community services
portfolios, Norelle’s earlier career with Queensland Treasury
was focused strongly on strategic policy and financial
management.

In her initial career as a secondary teacher and Head of
Department, Norelle established an affinity with young
people and is committed to supporting staff working to
protect vulnerable children and young people.

In 2001, Norelle was awarded the Queensland Telstra Business
Woman of the Year Award in recognition of her lead role in
the implementation of accrual output budgeting across the
Queensland public sector.

Norelle has also held a number of senior Board and Council
positions, including Director of the Queensland Rural
Adjustment Authority and Councilor on the University of the
Sunshine Coast Council. A mother of four daughters, Norelle
has a firm commitment to making a positive difference in the
lives of ‘at risk’ children in Queensland.

Dorothy Scott

Dorothy is the Foundation Chair in Child Protection and the
Director of the Australian Centre for Child Protection at the
University of South Australia. Before taking up this appoint-
ment in 2005 she was the Head of the School of Social Work at
the University of Melbourne, and prior to that, the Executive
Director of The lan Potter Foundation, one of Australia’s largest
philanthropic trusts. Dorothy’s career in child welfare began
when she was a seventeen year old child care worker at the
Allambie Reception Centre in Burwood, Victoria. Moved by

the suffering of children who were admitted to State care, she
studied social work at the University of Melbourne in the early
1970s and then worked for the then Social Welfare Department
in the area of foster care and adoption. She then worked in the
field of mental health, becoming Senior Social Worker in the
Family Psychiatry Department of the Queen Victoria Medical
Centre in Melbourne. There she helped establish specialist
services for women experiencing post-partum psychiatric
disorders, and services for women and children who had been
sexually assaulted. In the 1980s she began an academic career,
lecturing social work students at the University of Melbourne,
and conducting research in areas including maternal depres-
sion and child welfare. Since then she has conducted numerous
reviews and inquiries in Australia in the field of child protection
and served on Ministerial advisory bodies in several States and
Territories.

Susan Hanisch

Susan lost a foot and severely damaged her other leg when an
IRA bomb exploded beside her in Victoria Station in London.
Susan found herself overwhelmed by her sudden and violent
change in her physical condition. Besides having to deal with
her new disabilities, Susan felt her life had been irrevocably
destroyed. Then she saw an FSD advertisement.

In her hour of despair the opportunity of an FSD scholarship
sparked in her a new hope. She applied and was soon on her
way to California. There she rose to all the challenges and, to
her and her new friends delight, found herself a proud pos-
sessor of a private pilots’licence. As she says “from nothing |
was given a hope and belief in myself again - and that is totally
beyond the realms of monetary worth".

As an Occupational Therapist, Susan is renowned for her work
with troubled youth in the United Kingdom and her framework
of forgiveness has been achieving powerful results.
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The ACCFPP is Australia’s only specialist professional organisation
seeking to improve the standards and standing of child and family
protection practice. The organisation has its own code of conduct,
statement of ethical practice, journal and supports Branches in
Queensland, New South Wales, the Australian Capital Territory,
Victoria, Tasmania and Western Australia. The organisation was
launched at the 2005 CROCCS Conference in Mackay. Fellowships
are awarded to successful candidates who have demonstrated
high levels of knowledge and skill in their work with families and
children. The ACCFPP motto Propter liberos serviamus translates as

“For Children We Serve”.
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